Results from ethical international surveys on the management of the continuous renal replacement therapy.
To examine the ethical approach of clinicians to the continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT). Review of international surveys. Many surveys have been carried out in order to evaluate the clinical approach and management of the continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT). Nothing has been proposed in order to evaluate it from a bioethical point of view, even if many surveys dealt with the problem of the ethically correct administration of vital supports. These data demonstrate that an ethically correct approach to the management of life-saving support can be sometimes difficult. Results of a recent study on the ethical approach of intensivists and nephrologists to CRRT will be shown and discussed. Several ethical questions in the management of CRRT and other vital support are still unsolved. Practical and psychological aspects of the curing process are sometimes stronger than bioethical principles.